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Synopsis

Read by B.D. WongThree CDs, 3 HoursNOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE FROM UNIVERSAL
PICTURESWinner of the PEN/Faulkner AwardAmerican Booksellers Association Book of the Year
AwardSan Piedro Island, north of Puget Sound, is a place so isolated that no one who lives there
can afford to make enemies.A A A A Butin 1954 a local fisherman is found suspiciously drowned,
and a Japanese American named Kabuo Miyamoto is charged with his murder.A A A A In the
course of the ensuing trial, it becomes clear that what is at stake is more than a man’s guilt. For on
San Pedro, memory grows as thickly as cedar trees and the fields of ripe strawberries--memories of
a charmed love affair between a white boy and the Japanese girl who grew up to become Kabuo’s
wife; memories of land desired, paid for, and lost. Above all, San Piedro is haunted by the memory
of what happened to its Japanese residents during World War I, when an entire community was
sent into exile while its neighbors watched.A A A A Gripping, tragic, and densely atmospheric,

Snow Falling on Cedars is a masterpiece of suspense-- one that leaves us shaken and changed.
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Customer Reviews

Ishmael Chambers, the one-man staff of the newspaper on San Piedro Island in Puget Sound, is
covering the 1954 trial of a high school classmate accused of killing another classmate over a land
dispute. Actor Peter Marinker--a stage veteran who has appeared in such movies as The Russia
House and The Emerald Forest--takes us deep inside the world created by David Guterson in his
award-winning 1994 novel. We learn the sensory details of life in a small fishing community; the

emotional lives of people scarred inside and out by World War II; and the deep and unresolved



prejudices toward the island’s Japanese Americans, who were interned during the war--a tragedy
that led to financial advantage for some islanders. Marinker deliberately but nimbly moves from the
characters’ distinctive voices to the poignant interior perspectives of the soulful, wounded Chambers
as he tells a combination love story, murder mystery, and painful history lesson. (Running time: 15
hours, 10 cassettes) --Lou Schuler --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this

title.

First-novelist Guterson presents a multilayered courtroom drama set in the aftermath of the
internment of Japanese-Americans during WWII. Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

| loved this book. It will go into my "Best Books I've Read List". I'm not going to go into the story line,
enough of the other reviews tell the story, but this is one of those books that you just sit back and let
it take you away. The descriptions of the area, the people, the way he describes the background on
each character. This book made me "feel" the characters, the storm, the cold, the snow, hear the
bullets, and smell the strawberries. The tension builds as you wonder if a person you believed in
was really going to do the right thing. When | finished, | gave a big sigh, and | realized if | hadn’t
read it, | really would have missed something, there are few books I've read that make you feel that
way, examples of a few other great books, Nine Boys in the Boat, The Storyteller, Prince of Tides,
To Kill a Mockingbird, When Crickets Cry, The Light Between Oceans, The Book Thief, and now
Snow Falling of Cedars joins the club. | have my Kindle read me 1 to 2 books a week while driving,
but | will be purchasing this one hardcover for my library to read during a cold snowy winter day

wrapped up in a blanket. Yes, buy it, sit back, read slow and enjoy.

The opening scene in riveting: a small-town courtroom on an island in the upper end of Puget
Sound on a snowy day. Having lived in Seattle for a few years, | can really say that his description
of the residents of the island, and the geography itself (sounds like Whidbey Island to me) is
excellent. Guterson’s descriptions of the salmon-fishing, strawberry-growing culture, their houses,
boats, and perspectives are wonderfully refreshing. Set in the 50’s, it shows the honest simplicity of
life in that era, yet gets into the complexity of the personalities and feelings of the main characters.
Guterson displays the interactions of the local people as though he might have been one of them.
Their social transactions are complex, although properly muted in 50’s fashion so there is not a lot

of dirty wash hanging out in public. If you like Garrison Keillor's Prairie Home Companion stories



from Lake Wobegon, you will probably do well with this book. The alleged murder of fisherman Karl
Heine by Japanese fisherman Kabuo Miyamoto kicks off a fury of irrational anger at the otherwise
exemplar Japanese population. Having been born in 1945, it reminds me vividly of the comments
and prejudices | heard about the Japanese way back in South Dakota where most people had never
met such a human -- except on the battlefield. The teenage romance between Ishmael (later the
island’s sole newspaper editor) and Hatsue Imada (who would finally marry Kabuo) is touching and
heart-wrenching, although their conversation and insights into their situation might be a bit too
high-level for their time and maturity. It is Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet set in Puget Sound. The
sudden hysteria and hatred that boils over when Heine is found dead and Kabuo is accused, jailed
and charged based on very circumstantial evidence shows how fine the line is between acceptance,
toleration and total condemnation when ethnic groups live together in close proximity. Guterson
uses flashbacks to develop the main characters very fully to the point where you think you might be
living next door to them by the end of the novel. The murder mystery aspect of this story is only a
vehicle for a deep exploration into the heart and soul of humans, as individuals and groups. The
ending is predictable and uplifting, but left me with the feeling that the island had a lot of work to do
to get back to normal -- years of atonement and reconciliation. This story is a good read for those
who allow themselves to be swept away into a beautifully told, tragic story. Real men do not cry
when reading storybooks, but | strangely noticed some tears on my cheeks every now and then.
This is not a formula-based murder mystery. It is a story that can stick with you and make you look

at yourself as though you might have been one of the islanders.

| read SNOW FALLING ON CEDARS when it was first published years ago and it left such a
positive impression that | decided to re-read it recently. This is one of my favorite books of all time
and the second time around was just as spellbinding, emotional and gripping as the first. While |
discovered more details with my recent reading than | remembered, the overall experience was just
as powerful. 've recommended it to numerous people who have also been impressed with the
quality of writing and the powerful and emotional impact of this novel. | happen to know quite a bit
about gill net fishing and about Puget Sound so felt immersed in this setting. CEDARS creates a
palpable "feeling"... not just words...haunting and ethereal at the same time...| was inside the cedar
tree with Hatsue and Ishmael, on the boats and at Manzanar. The author is truly a master with

words and his novel is a master of literature. | probably will read it again and again.

This is one of my all time favourite novels, rife with beautiful writing, rich characters, excellent



description, thoughtful, poignant, at times nostalgic, at times hopefull, but ’s words are so lacking
here.. It is one of those hard to describe types of novels that defies a simple categorization, and |
hate to call it a mystery because while there is one, it is NOT a "mystery novel." They writing is
poignant, there is a wonderfully written back story interposed, moral dilemmas, and of course a man
is on trial for murder.Set in the 1950s, the flashbacks go to the 1930s and 1940s, both before and
during WW Il. We see how WW |l threw this community with both European and Japanese
Americans into a tailspin and with unresolved conflict and issues still simmering under the surface.
Ishmael, the protagonist and not on trial, is a one-armed vet who is the town reporter, is one of
those with those unresolved issues in his life. | have read this novel more than once from the library,

but finally realized | want to own my own copy, and not just buy it as a gift for someone else.

One of the beat books I've read in a long time. Actually, | just recently re-read it some 16 years after
it was published and | first read it. It's still a great read. Author, David Guterson is brilliant (Movie,
based on this book, was a huge disappointment though).Book captures the mood after WW2
regarding views and prejudices towards Japanese, even a Japanese American Army veteran
serving in Europe. Court room scenes are great and it's a suspenseful story with great insights into
racial issues. It's also a love story. It also paints a very realistic picture of a small town (actually an

Island) in Washington state and the community. | recommend it highly.
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